
A  S P I R I T  O F P L A C EA  S P I R I T  O F P L A C E



W H A T ’ S  

Y O U R

I N S P I R A T I O N ?



Maybe i t ’s  the way conef lowers
hold their  purple heads so ta l l  and
proud. The s imple e legance of
pra ir ie  b laz ing star, swaying in the
breeze . The p leas ing contrast  of
copper-colored b luestem aga inst  a
backdrop of  fresh- fa l len snow.

Or perhaps it  goes deeper, to the
very character of these prair ie
wildf lowers, shrubs and grasses –
so vita l  to our environment – 
that have prospered here in the
Midwest for thousands of years.

Whatever your insp irat ion, when
you p lant  with nat ives , the result
i s  more than landscaping .

I t ’s  a spir i t  of  place . . .
An exper t ly  cra f ted nat ive

landscape embodies a  v is ion 

as wel l  as  a  v iew. I t  speaks 

to our fee l ings – our sense of

p lace – and surrounds us with

the s ights , sounds , fragrances

and textures of  l i fe .

T H E R E ’ S  S O M E T H I N G  
A B O U T  N AT I V E  P L A N T S .



N A T I V E

L A N D S C A P I N G :

T H E  N E W

T R A D I T I O N



O O K  A R O U N D, A N D  YO U ’ L L  N OT I C E  A N

E X P L O S I O N  O F  E N T H U S I A S M  F O R  

N AT I V E  L A N D S C A P I N G .

L
Today’s homeowners and

ubl ic/corporate land
managers are real iz ing the

enef its of plants that are
atural ly adapted to our loca l
o i l s  and c l imates – less care ,
ewer problems and lower
osts, not to mention year-
ound beauty. In contrast ,

many non-native plants cannot
upport themselves without
ostly and harmful fer t i l izers
nd chemicals , irr igat ion and
onstant care . . .

E N V I R O N M E N T A L
B E N E F I T S

Native landscaping restores
cosystems – tal lgrass
rair ies, oak savannas,

woodlands and wetlands –

that once covered the
majority of our Midwestern
landscape but are now
reduced to t iny reserves
dotted throughout the
country. Once native plants
are returned to the land, many
species of birds, mammals,
repti les and benef ic ia l  insects
return as wel l , restoring a
vita l  part of the web of l i fe .
Landscaping with nat ives
enr iches the soi l , decreases
water run-off , and f i l ters the
pol lut ion caused by
fert i l izers, herbicides,
pest ic ides , and – surpr is ing ly
– your lawn mower.

E C O N O M I C
B E N E F I T S

Over the long term, native
landscaping is more cost-
ef fect ive than tradit ional
landscaping, saving hundreds
up to several thousands of
dol lars annual ly in
maintenance costs. Natives
exist in harmony with nature ,
meaning fewer hassles, less
manpower and more free
time to enjoy the specia l
beauty these plants provide .

A E S T H E T I C
B E N E F I T S

While tradit ional lawns use
only two to four species of
grass, nat ive landscape designs
can include dozens of species
of trees, shrubs, grasses and
wildf lowers, a l l  blooming at
di f ferent t imes during the
growing season. Each is
unique and constantly
evolving; this year-round
attract iveness is what many

find most appealing. And
because there are nat ive
species that thrive in wet, dry,
sunny or shady locat ions,
“problem areas” are no
problem with nat ive
landscaping.

E D U C A T I O N A L ,
R E C R E A T I O N A L
B E N E F I T S  –  
A N D  B E Y O N D

Native landscapes are hands-
on opportunit ies for people
of a l l  ages to learn about
habitats and ecosystems. They
hold historical  and cultural
value as wel l ; Native
Americans and early sett lers
used these plants for a variety
of purposes. A native
landscape also provides the
ideal sett ing for bird and
butterf ly watching,
photography and nature
walks. And did you know 
that a 2001 study by Cornel l
University showed that l iv ing
in surroundings with a natural
habitat provides measurable
benef its to a chi ld’s mental
health?



After choosing to “go
native ,” as with any
landscaping project , there
are further choices to be
made – decis ions and detai ls
that can not only get
confusing, but can make or
break the success of your
landscape . There are plant
species to select . Layouts to
design. Colors, shapes and
textures to consider. And, of
course , budgets to respect.

That’s where the experts at
Appl ied Ecological  Services
come in.

Known throughout the
nation for pioneering work
in prair ie and wetland
restorat ion, AES developed

the foundation of its
ecological  leadership
based on the
phi losophy of famed
ecologist Aldo Leopold:
“ . . . to preserve the
integrity, stabi l i ty and
beauty of the biotic
community.” Now, AES
is pleased to provide 
its design/bui ld
landscaping services 
on a smal ler scale to
homeowners and land
managers through their new
divis ion, Native Landscapes
by AES.

Drawing upon the resources
and expertise of AES
ecologists , Native
Landscapes by AES offers a
rare blend of art istry,
landscape architecture and
good, sol id science .

An expertly crafted native
landscape embodies a vis ion
as wel l  as a view. It speaks
to our feel ings – our sense
of place – and surrounds us
with the s ights, sounds,
fragrances and textures of
l i fe . Your native landscape

grows with you, adapting
natural ly to local
environmental condit ions
and connecting you to the
ecological  systems of the
vast prair ies, woodlands and
wetlands exist ing here
before our t ime. This is a
t imeless landscape that
captures the inspirat ion of
appropriate design. It ’s a
blending of the indigenous
plants, materia ls and forms
that reinforce the r ichly
diverse regional qual it ies of
your unique space .

I t ’s  a sp i r i t  of  p lace .

A R T  M E E T S

S C I E N C E

APPLIED ECOLOGICAL 
SERVICES, INC

Design of Urban Outdoor Space and Rain Gardens
Willy Street Co-op, Madison,Wisconsin
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Retaining Wall Native Shade
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BE INSPIRED

TO CREATE . . .

The result is a nat ive

landscape that is personal

and unique . An ever-

evolving expression of the

people who spend t ime

there in the landscape .

A beauti ful  and spir ited

space to be enjoyed for

generations to come.

It ’s something you just

can’t get from a typical

landscaping company.

But then, landscaping with

natives is anything but

typical !  Trust the experts

. . . cal l  Native Landscapes

by AES to begin a creative

and inspir ing design

process.



Profess iona l  Des ign and Contract ing Serv ices

•  Mas te r  P l ann ing  — res i den t i a l , commerc i a l  and  pa rk  des i gn

•  Na t i ve  p ra i r i e , wood l and  and  wet l and  g a rdens  

•  L andscap ing  fo r  s tormwater  management  — ra i n  g a rdens  and  b io swa le s

•  Landscap ing  to  a t t r ac t  w i l d l i f e

•  R i ve r / s t reambank  and  l akeshore  re s tora t ions

•  Pond /de ten t ion  ba s i n  re t ro f i t  and  enhancement

•  Tra i l  de s i gn  and  cons t ruc t ion

•  Res tora t ion  management  p l an s

•  Landscape  cons t ruc t ion  and  i n s t a l l a t i on

17921 Smith Road • Brodhead, WI 53520
To learn more about Appl ied Ecolog ica l  Serv ices ,

v is i t  www.appl iedeco.com.

The germinat ion of  an idea . . .

The f inest  nat ive p lants  and seeds are
ava i lab le from AES’  own Taylor Creek
Restorat ion Nurser ies ; just  ca l l
608/897-8641 for our free cata log .


